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Wolseley in the March number of the XIXth Century. Without
doubt this paper must be open to criticism from various points of
view; and Mr. Gladstone's opinion of it can in any case be but of
small value. But it would be disingenuous on his part to conceal his
impression that the paper is conceived in a spirit of complete loyalty
to authority, and with a single-minded desire to promote the better
comprehension and appreciation of recent changes in the Army.
Mr. Gladstone humbly tenders these cursory references to Your
Majesty's letter, in the hope that they may tend further to eluci-
date the subject. It is one of importance. Mr. Gladstone has had
means of appreciating the public sentiment, and the sentiment of
the House of Commons, on the subject of alterations, which have
aimed at the elevation of the Army as an institution and pro-
fession, and at impressing on it a character yet more widely
national;  and he would view with apprehension the probable
effects of any well-founded beliefs in or out of Parliament, that
Your Majesty's advisers had failed in their duty both to secure for
these costly reforms every opportunity of a full and fair hearing
in the House of Parliament, and until they are shewn to have been
injurious, to defend them.
757              Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. March 4.1881.
, . . She required no assurance from Mr. Gladstone of his
desire to improve the Army & to provide for full discussion on
the reforms proposed by Mr. Childers but she cannot allow that
the profession would look with satisfaction on the promotion of Sir
Garnet Wolseley to a Peerage & feels certain that the merits of
the alterations made in 1871 can be far better discussed by some
able & temperate Officer who has not taken the part which Sir
Garnet has taken against his superiors. . . .
Mr. Gladstone admits that he is not aware of the General's want
of loyal subordination & the Queen is confident that this must be
the case, or he wld never have made this submission, to her, of
which she must emphatically refuse her approval.
758 (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
10, DOWNING STREET. WHITEHALL. 5 March. 1881.
Mr. Gladstone has had the honour to receive Your Majesty's
.letter of yesterday evening; and thanks Your Majesty for having